
‘Language of Love’ 

 

(Luke 11:1-13) 

Although Jesus tended to be straight talking, he didn’t always give a straight answer.  There 

are times when his responses raised more questions.  But on this occasion Jesus gives a 

straight answer to a direct request.  In response to “teach us to pray”, Jesus offers a 

‘blueprint’ for prayer by what we call ‘The Lord’s Prayer’, which is given to us in a shorter 

version in Luke’s Gospel.  In these few lines God is honoured, a plea is made for God’s New 

World / Kingdom to be established, we seek forgiveness for ourselves and others, and there 

is the call for courage to face the world.  Luke’s version of the Lord’s Prayer is a straight 

talking, plain speaking appeal to God. 

The words of the prayer are backed up by the parables which follow it in the text: the story 

of the persistent friend who demands bread at midnight; and a children’s menu for caring 

parents.  Between these two parables Jesus makes a very bold statement, “Ask and it will be 

given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  But is that 

our experience of prayer? 

For four decades Anthony Bloom was the head of the Russian Orthodox Church in Britain 

and Ireland.  He was well respected across the world as a church leader and spiritual 

director.  In 1970 his book ‘School for Prayer’ was published, which is an honest account of 

the life of prayer.  Anthony Bloom wrote, 

“At the outset there is, then, one very important problem: the situation of one for whom God 

seems to be absent.  This is what I would like to speak about now.  Obviously I am not 

speaking of a real absence — God is never really absent — but of the sense of absence which 

we have.  We stand before God and we shout into an empty sky, out of which there is no 

reply.  We turn in all directions and He is not to be found.  What ought we to think of this 

situation? 

First of all, it is very important to remember that prayer is an encounter and a relationship, a 

relationship which is deep, and this relationship cannot be forced either on us or on God.  

The fact that God can make Himself present or can leave us with the sense of His absence is 

part of this live and real relationship.  If we could mechanically draw Him into an encounter, 

force Him to meet us, simply because we have chosen this moment to meet Him, there 

would be no relationship and no encounter.  We can do that with an image, with the 

imagination, or with the various idols we can put in front of us instead of God; we can do 

nothing of the sort with the living God, any more than we can do it with a living person.  A 

relationship must begin and develop in mutual freedom.  If you look at the relationship in 

terms of mutual relationship, you will see that God could complain about us a great deal 

more than we about Him.  We complain that He does not make Himself present to us for the 

few minutes we reserve for Him, but what about the twenty-three and a half hours during 

which God may be knocking at our door and we answer, ‘I am busy, I am sorry,’ or when we 

do not answer at all because we do not even hear the knock at the door of our heart, of our 



minds, of our conscience, of our life.  So there is a situation in which we have no right to 

complain of the absence of God, because we are a great deal more absent than He ever is”. 

That prayer is an expression of a mutual relationship reaches to the heart of Jesus teaching, 

because those people shouting through the locked door at midnight were actually the best 

of friends, it is a caring parent who feed their child good things, and the Lord’s Prayer is 

addressed to Abba / Father / Dad – our loving Heavenly Parent. 

Another significant church leader of the past 50 years has been Desmond Tutu, who wrote 

in his introduction to ‘An African Prayer Book’, 

“Our relationship with God is a love affair and ultimately the greatest joy is just to be with 

the Beloved, to drink in the beauty of the Beloved in a silence that will become ever more 

wordless and imageless – the silence of just being together.  Julian of Norwich said, “Prayer 

is yearning, beseeching and beholding.”  We seek to give ourselves to the One who first gave 

himself to us, this eternally self-giving and self-emptying kenotic One.  May God grant that 

we will all grow in that intimacy that enables us to know we are loved with a love that will 

never let us go.” 

Prayer is the language of love, spoken and unspoken; a conversation with the Beloved when 

words are not always necessary, because we are held enthralled in each other’s company.  

Then our hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows, our cries for peace for an individual or 

justice for millions are shared – shared. 

So let love be the language of our prayers, as we ask, seek, and knock at the door of the 

Love of our life. 
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