
Carrs Lane – 14th December 2014 

Is 61:1-4, 8-11  ;  Luke 1:39-56 

 

Support from family, a song for the world. 
 
In preparation, please think of a person, not related to you, who loves you; think 
about how they love you and what word or picture might represent that love. 

 

When, two weeks ago, Elizabeth Gray-King was talking about Tabernacle, which 

is her new art work installed in Lounge downstairs, and is also the name of the 

tent in which the ancient Israelites housed the ark of the covenant as they 

travelled through the desert, I was thinking of an American Lutheran pastor 

called Nadia Bolz-Weber.  Nadia grew up in the fundamental evangelical Church 

of Christ, became a stand-up comedian, developed a drug habit and a severe 

drink problem, got clean, married a Lutheran pastor, and then became one 

herself and pastors at the House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, Colorado. 

 

She talks about the “extenders of the tent”.  How some churches are very 

happy to keep the Tabernacle to a limited size and try to change the people to 

fit into a definition of the “normal” people inside the tent.  Other churches are 

happy to stretch the tent to include different groups of different people.   

 

“Either way”, she says, “it’s misguided because it’s not [our] tent.  It’s God’s 
tent.  The wideness of the tent of the Lord is [our] concern only insofar as it 
points to the gracious nature of a loving God who became flesh and entered into 
our humanity.  The wideness of the tent is [our] concern only insofar as it points 
to the great mercy and love of a God who welcomes us all as friends.” 
 

The message is repeated in these two great passages which we heard this 

morning.  The Magnificat in which Luke records Mary’s song that her child will 

change the world, lifting up the lowly, scattering the proud, and helping God’s 

people.  The mission to Zion in Isaiah 61 which recalls the Servant Songs in 

Second Isaiah, and which is used by Luke three chapters later to proclaim the 

start of Jesus’s ministry and the irruption of the reign of God into the world.   

 

These are Songs for the World, announcements of God’s initiative of mercy and 

love through the gift of Mary’s Child.  This is the song for the world of the 

poor, the abused, the forgotten, and the outcasts.  This is God’s love for each 

person, lived out on a cross of wood. 

 

 



When Stephen Lawrence was stabbed, a young couple heading home from a 

church service, Conor and Louise Taaffe, were among those who stopped to help 

him.  The last words he heard as Mrs Taaffe held his head in her hands were: 

"You are loved. You are loved." 

 

The earlier part of the passage from Luke, which is the Support from family 

part of this morning’s lesson, is one of the touching places in the Gospels, a 

meeting of the old and new, the faithful people of Israel and the indwelling 

reign of God.  One writer calls this mutual recognition between Elizabeth and 

Mary a relationship of honour and love and also of mission and response.   

 

Mary comes to support her cousin because Elizabeth was probably confined to 

her house, to show love in practical ways and through human contact; gossiping, 

laughing, crying, reflecting, praying.  Mary comes too as the first disciple, the 

first to recognise her child for who he is, and as the first missionary taking 

Jesus out into the world to be recognised, acknowledged and praised by 

Elizabeth and the unborn John. 

 

This is our calling; as disciples and missionaries of Jesus Christ who show God’s 

love for the world in practical ways.  This is what we do as a Church; tell people 

that they are loved, and show it in practical ways.   

• You are loved, come in, we say as we welcome all to our services on Sunday 

morning and each morning and evening.   

• You are loved, eat, we say as we share a meal through the Street Banquet.   

• So what if you don’t believe God exists, you are still loved, we say through 

Heretics Anonymous.   

• You are loved, have a mince pie and some mulled juice, Andrew and others 

said last week to the market traders.   

 

In so many ways we show the abundant love of God for the wide family of the 

Church.   

 

The challenge comes when we put “support from family” and “a song for the 

world” together.  This is when we are reminded that our call to show God’s love 

for the world in practical ways starts with the poor, the abused, the forgotten, 

and the outcasts.  The film, the Imitation Game, is about the life of Alan Turing 

who was responsible for developing a machine which led to the cracking of the 

German Enigma code in the Second World War but who was convicted of 

homosexuality in the early 1950s and committed suicide two years later.   

 



The actor, Benedict Cumberbatch, who plays Turing, explains why the film ends 

as it does:  “Someone [is] telling [Turing] something he never had told to him in 

his life: That he did matter — the fact that he was regarded as different and 

not normal was hugely important to the world and to everybody around him. No 

one had told him that in his life. So to end it on that note, with someone 

explaining, was our way of thanking him in the structure of the film, our eulogy 

to him.”   

 

Grayson Perry, in his excellent recent TV series on identity called “normal” and 

“natural” some of the most dangerous words he knows. “The wideness of the 
tent is [our] concern only insofar as it points to the great mercy and love of a 
God who welcomes us all as friends.”  Our calling, our support, is not solely, 
primarily, nor even initially to our “family” but to the poor, the abused, the 

forgotten, and the outcasts. 

 

And, finally, Pete Rollins founded an “iconic, apocalyptic, heretical, emerging and 

failing” community called Ikon, which isn’t a Church but could be.  He writes 

this:  “In contrast to the modern emphasis upon what we believe, we must learn 
again how the test of faith is, from beginning to end, evidenced in how we 
believe – that is, in how our beliefs challenge, transform and liberate the 
existence of others and ourselves.  In short, how do our beliefs help to 
transform us into the image of Christ?”     Amen. 
 


