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Minister® Letter
Dear friends,

hen | returned to O6conventional & min

Wof 1997, a little Christmas cactus was placed in the kitchen of my new
manse: it was very tiny i a mere 4 or 5 leaves (that is probably not the

correct word for a cactus, but you know what | mean!). When | moved on from

Manchester over eight vyears | ater, | t oo

much larger than it had been on my arrival! Nine and a half years later, | still have the
cactus, but it is too big to bring to church easily.

For me, it serves as a Opict iareminderthatgr ow
there can be no standing still, and that faith is dynamic, organic, creative. You know

me well enough to know that | am more comfortable with the idea of the Jesus-
movement than the i nstitutional church,
consider possible future developments within the churches, this fact seems to be

more important than ever. For my final services, | will be speaking on the parable of

the sower; for me, this is a passage of breath-taking realism, for whilst it speaks of
growth, it also acknowledges the manifold possibilities of failure, for all manner of
reasons. | hope that | have provided encouragement and allowed folk to see more
fully oOoOWhat can beéd under Godos guidanc
equally, I know that not everything has worked. At times, godly risks have not borne

fruit; at other times, | have genuinely got things wrong. Within my final services, | will

be using a significant part of a Baptist liturgy for such occasions. | like its honesty: it
offers thanks for, and acknowledgement of the good things i and expresses regret

for the times when things have not gone well.

In many ways, | will be sad to move on from Birmingham. My mother is in the
process of selling her house in Halesowen, and so with our respective moves this will
be the first time in my life that | will not have close family in Birmingham. | have
enjoyed my time at Carrs Lane and Trinity i and | hope that | have addressed the
priorities which you identified in the pastorate profiles all those years ago! | am a
URC minister by conviction, not least because ofthe denomi nati onds ¢
continuing commitment to ever-fuller expression of Christian unity; unsurprisingly,
this has been one of the hallmarks of my ministry in Birmingham and | pray that this
momentum will continue in the future. In recent years, | have detected waning
enthusiasm for what is often referred to as the ecumenical movement, and this
saddens me deeply, not least because it means that Christians are not making the
best use of the resources entrusted to them i and they are failing to take seriously
the great prayer of Jesus in John 17.

Out of sight will not be out of mind; be assured that | will continue to read your
church magazines avidly 1 and folk from Birmingham will still be on my prayer list.
Both Trinity/Hall Green Baptist Church and Carrs Lane face significant challenges
and opportunities in the near future: as | continue to pray for you, so remember me
as | embark on fresh ministries in South Wales.

With much love in Christ, Cﬁ-’z(/dyﬂ

3



Sunday Worship during July and August

Sunday 5 July

10. 30am Morning worship, including t
reading: Mark 6.1 7 13

Worship will be followed by First Sunaay Lunch i all welcome

3.00pm Girlsdé Brigade District Service

Sunday 12 July
10.30am Morning worship led by Neil Johnson, including the baptism of Elisha Njeru
2.45pm for 3.00pm Childrends Church

Sunday 19 July
10.30am Morning worship led by Neil Richesi an i ntroducti on t (
prayer

Sunday 26 July

10.30am Morning worship led by Neil Riches Key reading: Mark 4.1 7 9, 137 20
This s Neil odos [ ast service at Carrs L
wi |l |l be a opreachi n-aqgewsship vallaeaitedrtostayre r
lunch at the close of worship

Sunday 2 August
10.30am Morning Worship led by Neil Johnson
Worship will be followed by First Sunaay Lunch i All welcome

Sunday 9 August
10.30am Morning Worship TBC
2.45pm for 3.00pm Childrenés Church

Sunday 16 August
10.30am Morning Worship led by Elaine Hutchinson

Sunday 23 August
10.30am All-age Morning Worship led by Richard Becher

Sunday 30 August
10.30am Morning Worship led by Neil Johnson

SUMMER
WORSHIP




Notices

Juy26 wi I be Neil 6s
Carrs Lane, with a lunch after worship
i all are welcome to share in this day.

Neil's induction in Swansea i 5
September - A coach has now been
booked for this event, and there are still
seats available, contact Ann Parkin for
details if you are interested, or, if you
are attending but not travelling by
coach, please let Ann know as
accurate numbers are needed for
refreshments.

Carrs Lane Lived Community Last
prayer before the summer will be
Tuesday 7 July (followed by bring and
share meal and bible discussion) then
no prayers for the rest of July and
August, reopening Monday 7
September 7.30am and 7pm.

Carrs Lane July walk Cannock Chase
led by Peter Searle Monday 13 July
Meet at 09:50 opposite Ticket Office at
New Street Station. 10:12 train from
New Street to Rugeley (arr 11:05). 5
mile walk over mainly flat terrain - no
stiles. Lunch at Visitors Centre and
refreshments at Jan & Pete's caravan.
Return on 15:45 train, arr Birmingham
16:37.

Sunday 5 July Solihull Methodist
Church Open Gardens Day from 2.00 -
5.00pm. 7 gardens, refreshments
available. Garden Passes and Guides
from church car park. Adults £5,
Children free. Fill your car with 4 or
more and get one free.

| &Saturdays14 July i2.60pm Retirement

and farewell service for Revd Roy

and Mrs Avril Lowes at Sutton Coldfield
URC with tea afterwards (Roy has
been our moderator for the past few
years)

Sunday 12 July The Birmingham
Circuit Family Day featuring Tropical
Inc: Come and see an amazing
presentation of weird and wonderful
creatures. 2-5pm at Earlswood
Methodist Church with games, prayers
and a bring n share Tea.

Power forGood,Br i t ai no-s f i
based community energy enterprise,

has launched a Share Offer to finance

this project; in just six weeks £23,000
worth of shares, over half those

available, have been purchased i well

on the way to the whole sum, which is
needed by 5 August. It may be possible

to claim tax relief of up to 50% of your
investment. Contact: John Heywood
heywood_john@yahoo.com, 0121 241
5830, 07757 071 414 or go to
www.pfg.coop for the Share Offer
Document and application form. See

| ast mont hds Journey




Advance Notices

Holy Habits

Agroup to plan worship on the t
27 September will meet at Carrs Lane on Wednesday 8 September
at 7.30pm. All welcome. Contact Helen Woodall for more details.

Thursday 10 September
Traidcraft Autumn Roadshow at Carrs Lane from 10.00am to 4.00pm.
Come for the day or just drop in.

Garth Hewitt in Concert

Wednesday 30 September 7.30pm at Carrs Lane i
0Something for the Soul d, sin
Tickets £10 (£8 cons)

Call 0121 643 6151 or email booking@carrslane.co.uk.

Carrs Lane Lectures in Radical Christian Faith

Saturday 10th October 2015 - Belonging without Believing.

Canon Brian Mountford, Vicar of the University Church Oxford, author of Christian
Atheist, and Rev Dr Harriet Harris, Chaplin to the University of Edinburgh:

Two keynote lectures and a dialogue on the Future of Faith.

Something to make you think!

Wednesday 14 October 6.30 pm marks the tenth Anniversary of Birmingham
becoming a Fairtrade City. Fairtrade Association Birmingham is planning a
celebration to mark this event to be held at The Church at Carrs Lane.

We have had a permanent representation on FAB from the very beginning and have
done our best to promote fair trade throughout that time and indeed long before.
Because of that we shall be delighted to welcome all who support fair trade in the city
to this splendid event i and, indeed, others to be inspired. It would be really good for
Carrs Lane members and friends to be well represented, along with other supporters
of fair trade. More details as they become available.



Fair Necessities Appeal TRAIDCRAFT

Fighting poverty through trade

nltos been a real team efrforto
e are so proud of all the effort youodyv
Necessities appeal. You are helping us change lives. During the appeal, some

of you may have spoken to, or had an email from, Kim Mayman, one of our team

leaders helping co-ordinate the huge fundraising effort at Traidcraft HQ.

Describe your role:

Because wedre such a small team at Traid
from opening the post, processing donations, cheques, credit cards, debit cards.
However people wanted to give, we had to be able to receive!

How busy has it been?

| t6s been a blur. From the second and th
iI'tos been itnee IOwsi esvtert known i n my ti me
handling possibly four or five times our

fabulous! Our supporters have been fantastic, working really hard to raise money!

How much did people get behind the appeal?

Wedbre always so Iimpressed with the respo
tried to hold extra events, extra Big Br
theyove al o tried to do a quiz and col |l
doing. The ve held multiple events, the
bit more t rai se money. I 0s been wonde
per haps gi ng a gift thataos re
that people believe.

Donations to the Fair Necessities Appeal, which ran from January to April this

year, totalled £615k, smashing the original target of £300k and setting a fundraising
record for the charity. And the great news is that donations will be match-funded by
the Department for International Development (DfID) as part of the UK Aid Match
scheme. The direct contribution from Carrs Lane (from Church and Shop) towards
this fantastic total was £530. In addition the shop each year forwards sundry
donations and its annual profit to Traidcraft Exchange which this year, when added
to the Appeal, made up a grand total of £1134.74.

Apone Project

Webre helping to make a r eand diitfdserehacwt
simply putting enoughfood on the table. A major proj ¢
the APONE (Alleviating Poverty in North East Bangladesh) project, which has been
running for three years and i-dhangingssultsnit s o
involves us working with thousands of smallholder farmers in north east Bangladesh

- some of the poorest and hungriest people in the world. The project works extremely
closely with the farmers, organising them into groups and teaching them new and
improved farming techniques, and educating them on better business practices,

including how to get their produce to local markets, something many of them struggle

with.



Through interviews and data gathered on the ground, levels of wellbeing for both

men and women have risen significantly, especially for women, fuelled in part by a

growth in income. For women, the key areas of improvement have been in physical
wellbeing and a greater sense of empowerment and self-worth, while both men and
women report feeling far more socially connected. Wellbeing is about far more than

having enoughfood-i t 6 s about bei n g-cohfideat]andkgowingf e e | |
that you can provide for your family. Thanks to your support of the Fair Necessities
appeal, weol |l be abl e to eWddalrlk toenl Imoyceu
these in the months to come.

A lasting legacy

More than three decades ago Richard Adams founded Traidcraft, determined to get

a fairer deal for third world producers. He later went on to pioneer the Fairtrade Mark

in the UK. From his home in Northumberland where he works on new projects, he
explains what drove him to set up the <co
Itdos his |l asting | egacy.

What drove you to want to affect change?

| got interested in international development issues in the 60s i all sorts of
institutions were being shaped in the 60s to give [developing countries] a voice. One
of the key issues was the great imbalance and the lack of power these countries had
in trade. The reality was that the trade flows were a hundred times bigger than the
aid flows, so if you could do something about improving trade for developing
countries then you could have a massive impact. So, with a colleague we set up our
vegetable import business in London.

How unjust were the prices being paid in the UK for goods produced in developing
countries at this time?

Theoretically you see a difference in pr
made my first trip to India in 1970 that this really came home to me. | justcoul d n 6 t
believe how some of the produce that was familiar to me, like tomatoes, peppers and

so on, were sold for a hundredth of what we bought them for in the UK. At that time,
there was very little transport between India and the UK, fresh produce was difficult

to transport but it suddenly seemed to be a possibility and so for two years we ran

this business importing fresh fruit and vegetables.

All that changed when | was asked to look at not fruit and veg, but jute crafts from
Bangladesh. A guy came to our greengrocer shop with his brown leather suitcase full
of samples, which were incredibly cheap but he assured us they gave a very good
living to the women in the co-ops in Bangladesh. And it all went from there.

What difference do you think Traidcraft has made?

The key difference that Traidcraft has made is the injection of its ideas and principles

into what has become the wider fair trade movement. The main impact has been

here, in the UK and in the first world, rather than the third world. The reason | say

that i1 s that Traidcraft has shown that i
trading structure that can branch into a
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strong values and principles about the products that you buy and sell. | forget how
manyspin-of fs there have been because of Tr al
because theyodove been i nspired by Traidecr
hundreds, probably thousands of people in the UK and elsewhere who have said

Ohey B65i bbepbo do thisd. They in turn ha
but | can think of numerous instances where executives in mainstream businesses

have used Traidcraft as an example to influence their own corporate attitudes.

How do you reflect on what Traidcraft has achieved since you started it?

|l t6és terrific. You have all these things
can still think of individual peopl e in
just so overwhelmed thatthei r | i ves have been changed

Thatdés a warm glow that carries on for 5

What would you say to young people now, wanting to inspire change?
| work with a | ot of young ofeotphien gasn dy du
and | feel my role is to be a little bit
|l tds just a matter of putting i deas toge
because that is what, very often will carry the day and impress people.

Justice Matters!

As a fair trade pioneer, Traidcraft is committed to trade which benefits and respects

the people who make and grow our products. But sadly not all British companies do
business in this way. In fact, some UK companies are getting away with things in
devel oping countries which just wouldnot
with appalling health and safety records, taking over land without the agreement of

local people, or failing to prevent pollution whichcandevast at e peopl ed:

In many developing countries, where legal systems are not strong, these companies

can ride roughshod over local people and their needs. We think they should be held

to account for decisions and actions they take which lead to local people being

har med. While companies can act with 1 mp
needs to change. Justice might include financial compensation, or just the
confidence that the harm wono6t hapipallingag
for the UK government to take action to make it possible for victims to get justice, in

the UK if necessary.

What Next?

We need to get the message across to the new government. So on the afternoon of
Thursday 2 July, a delegation of Traidcraft campaigners will be visiting the main
government departments responsible for business, human rights and justice to tell
the new ministers that they need to act to help victims of UK businesses around the
world get justice.

From Traidcraft Magazine Issue 31 Summer 2015



Christian Aid

Nepal Appeal Update

Christian Aid partners have been working hard to help those in need after the initial
earthquake on the 25 April and the second quake on 12 May, which have left 8000
people dead and almost 3 million people displaced. The scale of the devastation was
considerable and there will be a long road to recovery. However | wanted to send
you a short note to update you on what has been achieved so far with your help.

Christian Aidbds response

Christian Aid immediately released £50,000 to partners after the first earthquake,
and our subsequent appeal has raised over £2.3 million thus far. As a member of the
DEC, Christian Aid will also receive funds from the DEC Nepal Earthquake Appeal,
which will be crucial both for the immediate needs (such as food, fresh water and
long-term shelter) and long-term recovery (rebuilding livelihoods and developing
long-term disaster risk reduction plans).

We are currently targeting our support to areas of greatest need. To date, our
partners have reached more than 75,000 people with vital supplies including food,
shelter kits, clean water and hygiene kits. Water purification units have been installed
at camps in Gorkha and the Kathmandu Valley and 19,000 households have been
provided with emergency shelter. In the aftermath of the emergency, and as Nepal
enters monsoon season, such support is essential to prevent further loss of life.

With hospitals overwhelmed by casualties, our partners are also providing medical
attention through mobile clinics. One of these clinics is based in a military camp in
Arughat, where teams are treating fractures and lacerations, dealing with cases of
diarrhoea and abdominal pain, and promoting basic hygiene practices i crucial as
the threat of disease looms large.

The difference your support has made

Your support is helping people like Anil to begin reconstructing their homes and their
lives. Anil and his family live in Gorkha. They lost their home, water containers and
other vital kitchen supplies, and initially had to rely on the kindness of their
neighbours.

ol f we had the money, we woul d rebuil d [
dondét know what we ol / do to survive. o

Qur partners have since provi dngtarpadlin,i | 6 s
water purification tablets and a hygiene kit to ensure that they do not succumb to
illness, hunger or cold. For many like Anil, life after the earthquake remains anxious
and uncertain. Your support haswaenaadir ed
shelter, enabling them to survive and begin to think about the future.

Crystal Chiu, Christian Aid (by email)
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Food security and Sanitation: Maniema, DRC
Achievements to date:

U 4000 families (average family size 4-6) have received food items which they
chose themselves at the closed markets: exchanging food for vouchers. These
items have helped to cover urgent food needs and 92.38% of families have been
able to increase the number of meals they are able to consume per day from 1 to
2 a day. Families often provide larger meals for infants; school aged children and
older members of their families, recognising their specific nutritional needs and
vulnerability.

U The same 4000 families have received non-food items (average family size 4-6).
At interim report stage, 95% of these families were still using these non-food items
which is significant given the pressure placed on them by the arrival of a high
number of new displaced families, with whom they have been sharing all their
belongings. 80% of host families confirmed they were happy with the quality of the
goods received.

U 2250 families have received agricultural seeds and tools this includes 555
displaced families with access to land and 169 host family households. 81.25% of
all seeds handed out to displaced families and 86.72 of those given to local host
families were used for sowing. This is very important given food shortages in the
area especially following the arrival of a high number of newly displaced families,
which often increases the temptation to use the seeds to supplement food supply.
It is important to help families realise the necessity to sow and farm the land in
order to achieve long-term food security.

U A total of 7650 families to date are benefiting from WASH (water, sanitation and
hygiene) training and rehabilitated water sources in 12 villages: 3600 displaced
families; 2650 host families and 1400 local families (in the wider community). The
total estimated number of households that will benefit from the rehabilitated water
sources will be approximately 12,000 households once all the sources have been
completed.

U Water sources already rehabilitated include Moa, Kintolo, Makundju and Misoke
on the Ngongomeke axis and all of the sources completed already produce water
of the quality and quantity required to comply with WHO benchmarks. The
sources are being managed by dedicated water committees who look after their
maintenance, and are protected by fences to protect animals from entering them.
In Moza village, the committees are exceptionally dedicated to their voluntary
work maintaining the water sources.

Beneficiary participation:

Beneficiaries have participated actively in all aspects of the programme including
pre-selection of the items to be available at food/non- food items closed markets,
advising on the beneficiary criteria and finally using their local knowledge to identify
those in greatest need. They are also actively using the beneficiary feedback
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mechanism put in place in each village (suggestions boxes) to comply with the
accountability standards which is an excellent way to ensure feedback from the
community. Additional feedback from the community is also received via the
agricultural and WASH committees set up by the project

Challenges fo date:

Following further clashes between the armed forces of the DRC and the Raiya
Mutomboki rebel groups in Punia and Shabunda in South Kivu, 2327 new displaced
families have arrived on the Kama axis of the project and 1273 on the Ngongomeka
axis. This is jeopardising the sustainability of some of the work carried out under this
project. This includes the build-up of reserves of seeds as families will gradually
share these with families in dire need of food.

Christian Aid is advocating with the wider humanitarian sector in Maniema Province
to intervene, but this is proving challenging as few humanitarian agencies work in the
sector and many agencies have stopped working in Maniema Province.

Helena and her family:

Helena now lives in Moza community in Maniema province. She arrived in Moza 5
months ago, with seven members of her family: her son, her daughter in law and her
grandchildren, having had to flee their village of origin due to armed conflict. They
were unable to take any food or personal items with them and so arrived in Moza
without anything but the clothes on their bodies. Thanks to the customary hospitality
characterising Congolese society, Helena and her family were welcomed into the
home of a local 11-member family. Despite having so little themselves, they shared
all their food, non-food items and their small home with Helena and her family. Helen
and her family are now sharing a small space which the host family has left to them,
and have received materials such as cloth wraps (for carrying babies or clothing),
cooking and other non- food items as well as a basic food package. Helena is very
happy because all articles were of good quality and she finally has a mattress that
she can sleep on comfortably. She insisted on dragging it all the way out of her
sleeping area to show Christian Aid during a community visit.

Andrew and Jill Veitch
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Loko's cow

to change the lives of women like Loko in Ethiopia. Together, we heard Loko's

story - how she had no choice but to make a back breaking, dangerous eight
hour walk several times a week to collect firewood to sell - otherwise she feared her
children would starve.

I ast month, Christian Aid supporters like you did something amazing. You chose

But Loko had faith; things didn't have to be that way. She dreamed of owning a cow,
so she could feed her children and take control of her life.

Moved by the injustice Loko experienced every day, you responded. Whatever you
did - whether you donated, collected, prayed, baked, walked, or abseiled - you've
done something amazing. You've helped to lighten Loko's burden.

Thanks to you, Loko recently received the cow she dreamed of, as well as two goats.
Your support has transformed her life. Loko's words say it all: "You have brought me
happiness.'

See the video onbsithri stian Aidodos we
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/christianaidweek/lokos-story/

Thank you, Eleanor Ledesma, Christian Aid
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Too T Jo oo Too Jo o To T o To T o To T o To T o

Food Bank

Nechells Food Bank - St Matthew's Church Nechells on a

6 There are now three distribution centres run by The Aston and
the

trussell Monday, St Margaret's Church Ward End on a Wednesday and
0 trust The Salvation Army Aston on a Friday.

The Food bank continues to need donations of:

Ti nrhed Fi s
Tinned Fru

It

Veget ab Ihaal t@ned meats o r
Packet potato mix
St e puddengs (not rice pudding)

Ri ce

Coffee

Long | i {hetsqashyi t | ui ce
Long | ife milKk

Pasta Sauces

Gr a v y ketchup,mawnsauce
Packet ®8Snped)ps (not
Toil et roll s
Deodorant s

Toot hpast e

Toot hbrush
Femi ni nm@odictg ot mmpens)
Di sposabl e
Nappies

razors

Please continue to bring much needed donations
to the Church at Carrs Lane on a Sunday morning
and they will be taken to the food bank at the
earliest opportunity.

| have the most recent newsletter from The Food
Bank. If anybody would like to have a copy please
let me know. Further information can be found on
their website www.astonnechellsfoodbank.org.uk

Christine Rowntree
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Reaching Out To Another

oThe hand of GOD /s felt I n the tender t
bl essi ngd*

months with an immense sense of gratitude i to God for all his wonderful

workings, to Matthew and Stephanie Neville for inviting me into Carrs Lane
Lived Community, and to all at the Church at Carrs Lane for welcoming me and
sharing friendship.

Q s my Year in Community draws to a close, | look back over the past ten

Amongst the rich tapestry of life experiences of the past year, what stands out for me

as a common thread is a theme of reaching out to another i overcoming barriers of
culture, language, poverty, disability, education, and more. It is the thousand human
encounters | 6ve had that stialgteniugtdthestorg as
of a woman who had only 2 hours to fl ee
unempl oyed man reach his mbition to bec
woman in distress who asked for a | isten
todder s at Springfield Chil r 0s Centre
through donated boxes of h s to find t
|l i stening to an el derly resident share t
breakthrough in communication for a young deaf mum who only uses British Sign
Language €

Running through the entire time has been the twice daily prayer of the Community,
which | have almost taken for granted, but which has been a vital source of life and
ruach (breath of God) and without which | would not have been able to give of myself
as | have done these past ten months.

This year has been a time of growth and discernment: | have learned something
more about myself and the desires God has placed deep within me T a call to,
somehow, in some way, serve the poor; to give the gift of compassion, empathy,
listening, practical help i and prayer. What exactly this will look like in the future, | do
not know but | pray | will be open to the opportunities as they arise.

Melissa Pearce

*Quote from the poem O0A Hand of Bl essi-tigdé by

You wai,

I am here ¢,
Everthing Wil
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A hand of blessing
(Matthew 5.:1-11)

You are blessed

In your tears

And heartfelt fears
And in your dreams
Of a better way
Which feed your thirst
For rightful

Peace

Blessed

You who stands
With open heart
And open hands
Which offer love
And cradle

Life

Blessed in your poverty
And all you give
In how you live
Of what you have
And what vyou
Blessed in your gentleness
And in your righteous rage

havenot
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Which call for justice
Which challenge power
Which speak of

Love

You are blessed

By tiny fingers curled
Tentatively

Seeking certainty

And by calloused palms,
Blemished by life

And cracked by age
Bearing oft-silent wisdom

You are blessed

By the hand of God
Which is felt

In the tender touch
Of human hands
Outstretched

In love

And blessing

Steph Neville



We Drink from Many Wells

created on Sunday 14 June. Hopefully you have, by now, had a chance to see

the finished artwork. | hope all those who participated in its creation are
pleased with the result, this coming together of our creativity. | know this kind of
activity during worship suits some, while for others it sends their hearts into their
boots. | hope, whichever was the case, that you found it a meaningful way to explore
both the challenges and the beauty of creating community.

Q huge thank you to everyone who contributed to the community artwork we

For those whoweren6t t here, I f you have seen the
some brief explanation:

Initially, everyone was invited to create their own image of a well on a square of
paper. Each one was both unique and beautiful. Stage two required each person to
cut up the image they had just created, symbolic of the ways in which, in order to
come together with others, we sometimes need to break or destroy something which
to us, already seems very beautiful, to give up parts of ourselves that we have
constructed with time, effort and care.

Keeping hold of one of our own pieces, we each reconstructed an image made up of
parts of each othersdé original <creations
can only ever glimpse parts of the lives of other people we encounter. Making the
selection allowed us to look at pieces similar to our own, as well as very different, at
pieces we instantly understood as well a
beauty or talent of which was instantly recognisable, as well as those in which we
perhaps had to look harder to see the value.

Finally these new creations were put together, the final creation the sum of all our
individual parts, but put together in new and different ways that probably none of us
(not even me who was orchestrating the whole thing) could have imagined before we
began. (see the front cover of this Journey).

And here | am
In this, the waiting place
Amidst unfathomable depths
And the echoing of silence
A space, my space, of carefully constructing
A beauty all my own

By this the well
The dwelling place
Of fractured walls and healing waters

Watching, waiting, holding
Until a single drop

¢ ~ That shatters in an instant

D That silent stiliness




And yet
Is it not here
Through these
The cracked and broken shards
A spark may shine
To release the reflected rainbows
Of the beauty of our broken whole

In this the well
The dwelling place
Of fractured walls and healing waters

And when we dare
To turn our glance from depths to heights
This place of isolation
Transformed, transfigured
By an encounter with the other

And here
To find our place
Amidst a hidden beauty

An outstretched hand
That does not seek to understand
But offers trust

A space, our space of meeting with the other
That we might glimpse our God

At this the well
The dwelling place
Of fractured walls and healing waters

Stephanie Neville
Deep Well of Our Being

Deep well-of our being, and colour your world
draw-us‘into_your-stillness by the contrast and shading
where you;shield us from the of our different personalities.
cold of death, Then,
and will free-us-when-the-time when-we-are-weathered
is-right by the ravages of the-years,
from all that weighs down. transform us to live
Grow in us in your haphazard way your splendid other-life.
till we mature in-your-wisdom
© Pamela-Tdrner
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United in Jesus T Serving the City

Saturday 23 7 Sunday 24 January 2016
Save the date!

24 hours of prayer during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity earlier this

year. The feedback from the day, during which around 800 people dropped in
and stayed for a longer or shorter time to pray together, was overwhelmingly
positive.

Someofyouperhapspopped i n to Birminghambés Angl i

So next year, we have decided it is our turn! The Church at Carrs Lane has a long
tradition of being actively involved 1in
hosting 24 hours of prayer during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will offer us

an opportunity to continue in that tradition, inviting those of a wide variety of Christian
traditions, churches and groups from across the city to come and pray with us. The
plan is to begin at 10am on Saturday morning, and for the day to lead up to and end
with our Sunday morning worship on the 24"

Following the model which worked so well last year different groups and churches

will be encouraged to sign up to lead an hour of the day each, offering opportunities
forallofust o cel ebrate both the diversity and
life. As hosts we will have, | am sure, both much to offer to, and much to receive

from, the experience.

Further details on how to get involved will follow in the autumn, but if you are
interested in being involved in some of the planning and organisation, or just want to
say now that you would like to help out on the day, or have any questions and would
like to know more, do let me know!

stephanie@carrslanelivedcommunity.org.uk
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Climate Change

few weeks ago | preached about Godods
Ato do all in their power to protect the world from the ravages of climate change.
As so often happens, | preach to myself! And so it was that on the 17th June,
at 7.30 in the morning, | boarded a Christian Aid coach outside Carrs Lane. We were

travelling to London to | obManyaganmisatbhiB6 s a
who are concerned about climate change joined together for a mass lobby of
parliament. The | obby was entitled AFor the | ov

After a long journey, during which we made bunting showing things we loved that
would be effected by climate change, we arrived and went to an ecumenical
Christian Aid service. There were two services happening simultaneously to cope
with all the Christian Aid representatives from all over the country - from England,
Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales. The worship was inspiring with an excellent
address by the Bishop of Salisbury. He also spoke about the encyclical which was
being released the following day by the Pope about climate change.

At the end of the service we went onto the streets around Westminster to join the
over 10,000 people who were assembled to lobby their MPs. We queued along the
banks of the Thames and over Lambeth Bridge with bunting attached all over the
place. Many MPs were brought out to their constituents by bicycle rickshaws (very
environmentally friendly!), where lively discussions took place. The vast array of
people who had come to London because of their concern about climate change
ranged from fishermen, to rowers, bee keepers, people of all faiths, members of
trade unions and charities like Oxfam, Greenpeace and Population concern, farmers
and school children, parents and grandparents, Water Aid, people from many
different nations and cultures. It was very encouraging to see such a wide variety of
people who were prepared to come to London because they believe that climate
change is the big issue of our time.

There were only two other people from Sutton Coldfield, the constituency where |
live. There was Kitty, a young mum, who came with her little boy, Sam and Kate, a
young woman who works for Christian Aid. We had arranged to visit our MP, Andrew
Mitchell, at his office. As we entered 1, Parliament Street the division bell sounded
and MPs were rushing to vote in Parliament. We then spent three quarters of an hour
talking to Mr Mitchell. | was so impressed by the commitment and knowledge of Kate
and Kitty as they shared their concerns about the future of our planet. | have met
Andrew Mitchell on a number of occasions and he spoke proudly about the record of
the Conservative Government on initiatives around climate change. Kate, Kitty and |
felt that there was still much more that could be done and we asked him to commit to
doing all that he could at the forthcoming UN meeting on Climate Change in Paris.
He invited us to read the papers for the UN meeting and let him know if there was
anything we wanted to add to make the document stronger. We will certainly be
doing that!

After our meeting, there was very little time before we had to board our coach for the
long journey back to Birmingham. There were speeches being made by climate
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change campaigners, films, art installations, singing and poetry and even free ice

cream for climate change campaigners! Sadly we had to forgo these delights. |

arrived home at 11.30, tired but very glad that | went. Hundreds of MPs had been

lobbied and knew that many people want them to do all in their power to protect
Godobs fragile planet from t he Addugeotdays o u s
after the lobby | had a letter from Andrew Mitchell. He had attached a letter from

Amber Rudd, the Secretary of State for the Department of Energy and Climate

Change. If anyone would like a copy of this letter, do let me know.

One of the most powerful speeches | have ever heard about Climate change was

given by Archbishop Desmond Tutu last year. These are some of the words he

spoke which have particularly inspired me to go to London and lobby my MP: -

AThe destruction of the earthoés environm
timeé . Qver the 25 yearsthatcli mat e change has been on t
Global emissions have risen unchecked while real world impacts have taken hold in
earnesté . Time is running out.....\We can no longer continue to feed our addiction to

fossil fuels as if there is no tomorrowe € Fort her e wi | | be no tom

Sobering words. | hope they inspire you too, to do what you can to stop our climate
changing. God bless you.

Diana Cullum-Hall

CjGB

Churches and Industry Group
AfeW snapshots of chapl aincy I n the wor

Develo pment Directords Report

At the heart of our Code of Behaviour is our belief that our Chaplaincies help
workplaces to become places of faithful values and of good character. We pray for
fulfilled individuals, wholesome organisational life, and an economy that helps us to
be good humans together. CIGB sees faith as an integral part of what it is to be
human. Peter Sellick

Waterways Chapliancy

The work has continued to grow and this has necessitated visits to places such as
Derbyshire, Nottingham, and Warwickshire. The reason for this is until recently | was
the only UK Waterways Chaplain north of Braunston (Warwickshire). But | can now
report that we have a Chaplain who has moved to Exhall, Coventry, who is looking
after part of the Coventry Canal; and also a vicar in Coven, Staffordshire, who is
prepared to keep an eye out on that area of the Staffordshire and Worcestershire
Canal.
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The value of being prepared to visit regularly, and for a long period, is vital as so
many other things are simply short-term measures. In the main the work has been
assisting people to access social help and benefits. | have helped people who are
homeless by showing them where they can get access to shelter and a bed. The
towpath can seem a good place to bed down especially on the off-side to the
towpath as you are out of the way. But it is not a good place as sometimes homeless
people get attacked by others who think they are an easy target. Occasionally | get
asked directions, especiallynatiaondvhjatl st
Life Centre. It seems people get confused by the number of canals and bridges in
that area. So | have directed people to the pubs they were looking for, to the ICC and
Conference Centre, and to various parts of Birmingham City Centre. | now carry
maps to give to people.

| have continued to walk the towpath in the centre of Birmingham and also Lapworth
on a regular basis. This has resulted in trust being built up between the Canal and
River Trust staff and myself. Despite changes in personnel, the confidence that the
staff have in the Chaplains has meant the new people are happy to work with us.
Confidence is something that takes a time to develop but can be lost quite quickly: all
Chaplains, regardless of their area of work, need to be people who others can trust.

Future events are on July 11 & 12 when the Worcester and Birmingham Canal
celebrates 200 years of existence with an event at Kings Norton, September 19 & 20
with the Tipton Rally, and September 26 & 27 with the rally at Netherton. | hope to
see you at these events. Richard Alford

National Express Buses (Acocks Green and Yardley Wood)

Starting out as Chaplain to Yardley Wood Garage, | introduced myself to the garage
and began visits there on Fridays each week. | also continue to visit Acocks Green
Depot and Solihull Train Station where drivers wait to change over. Staff at Yardley
Wood Depot have been incredibly welcoming of the presence of a Chaplain. Some
of the best conversations there have been with Muslim and Sikh drivers who are
happy to seek me out to ask questions related to our faiths. They are incredibly
respectful of the role of the Chaplain. Perhaps this is because their faith is so much a
part of their everyday lives. | feel very humbled by their openness in sharing their
stories. This where God is at work.

Both garages have been involved with many fundraising events suchas i We ar Yo
Football Strip to Worko during the Worl d
request of Yardley Wood garage, | linked them up with Yardley Wood Baptist Church

and Sparkhill Food Bank for whom they now collect food parcels.

Some of my best encounters occur when fAo
theydve seen me on my bi ke c¢ cwakedfrohtheo m w
local shops carrying my shopping and one chap asked, whilst | disembarked after a
Friday night out with friends,hFormetneseny Ki
moments are sacred in that God is present as He was on the Road to Emmaus
through the mutual recognition of our common humanity.

Chrissy McAteer
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Birmingham City Centre Retail

ATherebds | ight at the end of the tunnel o
| tds been a year of hope within the Reta
hope, in the midst of all the building work, refurbishment and chaos, that footfall will

get better. We continue to journey with those within the Retail Sector and we

continue to build meaningful relationships in the hope that our journeying will enable
affirmation that God loves and cares for those in the workplace.

Our annual distribution of mince pies and non-alcoholic punch to the Bullring Markets
was well received by traders. It is always a pleasure to be able to spend time in the

Mar kets with the Ma roktletmalwagspe @an enable hopd 06 s
and affirmation, and say thank you. Andr
with each year! The only challenge is to disappoint the traders that this is non-

alcoholic: as the request for something additional or stronger has been frequently
suggested!

We are working to encourage more volunteers to see this wonderful, amazing
ministry as something they may be able to participate in. We also thank God that
there is so much to be grateful for, and much more to be hopeful about. The team
continue to give their support and commi
of the refurbishments and the beginning of exciting new relationships is something
we look forward to.

Elaine Hutchinson be.friend Team Leader

Longbridge Construction
Our work continues to be rewarding, humbling, exciting and at times
challenging: there are many more opportunities for Chaplaincy volunteers..!
Stephen Plant

All articles taken from CIGB Annual Report 2014-15
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